
The Fayette Business Education Partnership (FBEP)
The Workforce Development

Arm of the Fayette Chamber of Commerce

What is the Fayette Business Education Partnership? 
The Fayette Business Education Partnership (FBEP) is a collaborative effort of the Fayette Chamber of Commerce, the
Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board, educators, elected officials and other community groups. 

This coalition strengthens the relationships among entities in a neutral, facilitated environment to generate discussion and
create action. As businesses divest their core processes into high technology ventures (such as advanced manufacturing and
robotics), a “new breed” of skilled employees is required to attract and retain these businesses in the County.

Our focus has always been concentrated on our County’s High Priority Occupations List (HPO List) which is developed by the
Department of Labor and Industry. We’ve dedicated a great deal of time to our STEAM jobs (science, technology,
engineering, arts, math) and are constantly working to find ways to develop and enhance programing based on these
occupations.

Along with acting as portal organization for interchange of information and ideas throughout the workforce community, we
have created an aggressive program of action with a focus on assisting our schools with their 339 Career Pathways plans. The
Chapter 339 plan is a comprehensive plan required by the PA School code which requires school districts to develop a career
guidance plan for every student K-12.



In 2024, the skills gap in the U.S. is projected to leave 2.4 million positions unfilled, costing the 
economy around $2.5 trillion .  64% of employers believe that workforce development  programs 
in high schools are crucial for filling  these gaps, as they provide students with  the technical and 
soft skills needed for modern jobs.

Fayette Business Education Partnership 

The Young Entrepreneur Showcase is an inspiring event that celebrates the creativity and ambition of young people
aged 8-16 who are eager to explore the world of business. Designed to foster entrepreneurial spirit from an early age,
this showcase offers a platform for young minds to present their ideas, products, and passion for business. Whether
they’ve created a unique product, developed a service idea, or just have a spark of entrepreneurial enthusiasm,
participants have the opportunity to bring their concepts to life and share them with the community. Through the
Young Entrepreneur Showcase, kids and teens are encouraged to think critically, problem-solve, and develop
essential business skills. The event also allows them to experience what it’s like to be an entrepreneur, from planning
and presenting their ideas to engaging with others in a professional setting. It's a unique chance for young
participants to set goals, gain confidence, and perhaps even take the first steps toward building a future business.
This showcase not only highlights their creativity but also builds a foundation of skills and inspiration that can
support their dreams and ambitions well into the future. Partners and supporters:  Grayson House, Somerset Trust,
First Federal of Greene, Wealth Enhancement Group, ZP Accounting, Fay-Penn EDC and Fayette Launchbox

Why Entrepreneurship Education Matters to our Students!
Entrepreneurship education in elementary and middle schools is more than just business basics—it’s

about preparing students for future success in any career. As Pennsylvania’s economy evolves,
entrepreneurial skills like problem-solving, creativity, and financial literacy are essential.

Teaching entrepreneurship equips students with critical thinking and problem-solving skills, enabling
them to tackle challenges, think independently, and innovate. It also enhances workforce readiness, giving
students a strong foundation in business fundamentals that provide an edge in STEM, manufacturing, and
small business careers. Early exposure to financial literacy helps students develop budgeting skills and
responsible decision-making abilities, preparing them for real-world financial challenges. Additionally,
participating in entrepreneurial activities builds confidence and leadership, as students learn to pitch
ideas, collaborate in teams, and communicate effectively. Beyond personal growth, entrepreneurship
education has a broader community impact, as small businesses drive Pennsylvania’s economy—ensuring
that today’s students become the innovators and business leaders of tomorrow.

By integrating entrepreneurship education in a real-world, outside of school setting, our students are
empowered to learn essential skills for success in an ever-changing world. 

FBEP Entrepreneurship Programming



"Entrepreneurship education is not just about teaching kids how to start a business—it’s about equipping them with the
creativity, problem-solving skills, and resilience needed to succeed in any career. By fostering an entrepreneurial mindset

early, we prepare students to be innovators, leaders, and changemakers in an ever-evolving world."

Why STEAM-Based Activities Matter for Students
Engaging students in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) activities is
essential for developing the critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solving skills needed in today’s

rapidly evolving world. These hands-on learning experiences help students apply classroom concepts to real-
world challenges, fostering innovation and adaptability—key traits for success in both higher education and

the workforce.
Integrating community-based STEAM programs enhances student engagement, improves performance in
core subjects, and prepares students for high-demand careers in technology, engineering, healthcare, and
creative industries. By incorporating arts and design into STEM, students develop a well-rounded skill set

that encourages innovation, teamwork, and leadership.
 STEAM-based learning isn’t just about future careers—it’s about equipping students with the tools to think

critically, create solutions, and drive progress in their communities. Let’s give them the opportunities to
succeed!

EQT Mechanical Design Competition is an exciting way to equip students with critical STEAM skills, hands-on
engineering experience, and real-world problem-solving abilities? The competition is the perfect opportunity to
engage middle school students in a dynamic, competition-based learning experience that brings hydraulics,
pneumatics, and mechanical gears to life.  This innovative program is designed to spark curiosity and build
practical expertise in mechanical design, offering students an immersive introduction to fluid power, mechanics,
and engineering fundamentals. Through this challenge, participants will develop essential skills that are directly
applicable to careers in engineering, manufacturing, robotics, and other high-demand STEAM fields.
What’s New This Year?
This program offers a turnkey solution to providing students with experiential learning opportunities that align with
industry needs and future job markets. It’s an engaging, competitive, and educational event that makes learning
mechanical design concepts both fun and deeply rewarding.Partners: Penn State Fayette, EQT, Fayette CTI

Biz Wiz Kids is an engaging youth entrepreneurship program for students ages 8 to 16 that introduces young people
to the world of business ownership, innovation, and leadership. Through interactive, hands-on experiences,
participants learn the fundamentals of entrepreneurship, including business planning, marketing, budgeting,
customer service, financial literacy, and communication. Along the way, they also develop essential workplace skills
such as teamwork, problem solving, creativity, leadership, professionalism, and public speaking, building
confidence that will benefit them throughout their education and future careers.

Participants have the opportunity to connect with local entrepreneurs and business leaders, tour area businesses,
and take part in activities that bring business concepts to life. They can also showcase their own ideas through the
Young Entrepreneur Showcase, gaining valuable real-world experience. By introducing entrepreneurship at an
early age, Biz Wiz Kids inspires the next generation of business owners, innovators, and community leaders while
helping young people discover the many opportunities available within their own community. The program is
presented through the Fayette Business Education Partnership (FBEP) in partnership with the Fayette Chamber of
Commerce, Penn State Extension Fayette County and Fayette County 4-H.

FBEP STEAM Programming



The National Civics Bee (NEW) is an exciting competition developed in partnership with The Civics Trust® of the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, aimed at empowering the next generation of informed, engaged
citizens. Open to middle school students, this competition seeks to inspire participants to deepen their
understanding of American democracy and the responsibilities of citizenship. Beyond knowledge, the National
Civics Bee encourages young participants to practice civic virtues, fostering a greater trust in both individuals
and institutions. By participating, students not only become more informed but also better equipped to
contribute meaningfully to society. The National Civics Bee is a unique opportunity for students to make a
lasting impact, both in their communities and in shaping a more unified, informed future for our country.

The Importance of Civics Education for Students Today
In today’s rapidly changing world, civics education is more important than ever. It equips students with the

knowledge, skills, and sense of responsibility needed to actively participate in democracy and make
informed decisions. By understanding the foundations of government, rights, and responsibilities,

students become engaged citizens who can critically analyze information, engage in meaningful
discussions, and contribute to their communities.

With increasing political and social challenges, civics education fosters critical thinking, respectful
discourse, and an appreciation for diverse perspectives. It also helps combat misinformation and

encourages students to be active, informed voters and leaders. Student civics projects will ensure that the
next generation is prepared to uphold democratic values, advocate for change, and shape the future of our

society.

The STEM “Technical Skills Initiative” (In Development) is an exciting program aimed at challenging and
inspiring high school students to showcase their technical expertise across five specialized areas: CAD, Welding,
Electrical, Mechanical, and Hydraulics/Pneumatics. In this initiative, students will be challenged to learn the
basics of welding and electrical skills through a hands on learning experience and then will be tasked with
designing and enhancing a tugboat to improve the movement of freight from roadways to waterways, creating a
more sustainable and efficient transportation solution. This hands-on experience will not only develop students’
technical skills but will also foster teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving as they work together to bring their
innovative vision to life. 
Current development partners include:  Heartland Fabrication, George Smalley Electric, Perennial Project

"Teaching students technical skills like welding and electrical work not only prepares them for high-demand careers but also equips
them with the hands-on problem-solving abilities essential for the modern workforce. These skills foster confidence, independence,

and innovation—empowering students to build, create, and shape the future of industry and infrastructure."

FBEP Civics Programming

"Civics education is the foundation of a strong democracy. By teaching students how government works, their rights and
responsibilities, and the power of civic engagement, we empower them to be informed, active participants in shaping their
communities and the future of our nation."



Reasons to Support FBEP
Broad Educational Involvement - All six Fayette County School Districts and both Career & Technical Schools are
encouraged to participate, with additional schools from outside the county welcome to join select programs.

Governmental and Community Backing - Supported by local, state, and federal entities, including active involvement from
the Fayette County Commissioners and representatives from state and federal offices, who attend and support youth-
focused events and initiatives.

Robust Workforce Collaboration - Over 20 regional workforce organizations regularly participate, sharing   insights,
learning about workforce trends and supporting program goals.

Industry Connections - Meetings and events create opportunities to connect with business and industry 
leaders, fostering beneficial relationships for students and community members alike.

Skill-Building Programs for Youth - Comprehensive programming in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
Mathematics), leadership, entrepreneurship, and finance equips young people with essential skills for future success.

Business-Education Partnerships - FBEP serves as a collaborative bridge between business and education, 
strengthening mutual goals and outcomes.

Sustainable Workforce Development Support - Assisting partners in developing and maintaining effective workforce
development initiatives.

Community Networking - Facilitates valuable connections and working relationships across the community.

POWER OF PARTNERSHIP
 FBEP meetings held bi-monthly at Penn

State Fayette boast an average attendance
of 45-50 representatives from businesses,
education, workforce organizations and

government who are invested in the
future of our students and the future of

Fayette County! 

pp y p

High school graduates who have completed workforce development programs 
earn 10% to 20% more than their peers who did not participate in such programs .
Investing in high school workforce development programs has a return on
 investment (ROI) of approximately $1.53 for every dollar spent, due to increased 
employability and higher wages .
                                                                                                                                          -Georgetown University
                                                                                                                                          -Brookings Institute

Business Partners
EQT  |   Penn State Fayette - The Eberly Campus

Heartland Fabrication   |   George R. Smalley Co. Inc   |   The Grayson House
Mike Kelly Toyota of Uniontown   |   Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania/NiSource 

Rotary of Uniontown   |   Fay-Penn Economic Development Council   |   Somerset Trust   |   PNC Bank

Fayette Business Education Partnership 
Fayette County Youth Workforce Statistics

Youth Employment Rate 50%
Youth unemployment rate: 11%

Top Employment Sectors: Hospitality & Tourism,
Retail and Healthcare

Average Rate for youth 16-24: $15-$17/hr.
Apprenticeship Opportunities: 10 programs available

Disconnected Youth Rate: 9.8%



Fayette Chamber of Commerce
The Redstone Foundation

65 West Main Street Uniontown, PA  15401
724-437-4571 * FayetteBEP.org

75% of students involved in Career Technical Education programs reported that
these programs helped them see the relevance of their studies to real-world

careers, leading to higher engagement and lower dropout rates .

Nearly 60% of students who participate in workforce development programs in high
school pursue further education or training in their chosen field, contributing to a

more specialized and skilled workforce.
-National Center for Education Statistics

-US Department of Education

Partnership Meetings Dates & Times
2nd Tuesday of the Month at 9am

 March, May, August, October, December
Penn State Fayette, Eberly Building Room 103

Find us on Social Media:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FayetteBEP

X (Twitter): @FayetteBEP   Instagram: @Fayette.BEP
LinkedIn: FayetteBEP

For more information contact:
Kathi Hull, Workforce Coordinator
khull@fayettechamber.com

Additional Projects of the Fayette Business Education Partnership

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library   *    Leadership Fayette
Fayette County Community Resource Fairs      *       Jim Mean’s Scholarship Award

* Workforce Workshops      *       Teacher in the Workplace
Fayette YouthLeads! - Youth Leadership Training
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